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Prologue

The official language in Finland was Swedish for a long time. Therefore priests used Swedish in official
church books until the late 1800s although the people might have been Finnish speaking. The given names in
this research have been normalized. In other words the Swedish names have been replaced by their spoken
equivalents probably used by the Finnish speaking families.

A heritable surname system has been in use in Eastern Finland for centuries. In Western Finland surnames
were not in common use before the early 1900s. People there generally used additional names that referred to
the place of residence. After the new name laws in 1921, surnames became mandatory everywhere. Also
before the 1900s people generally used patronymic names (e.g. Kustaanpoika = Kustaa's son, Kustaantytér =
Kustaa’s daughter).
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| TABLE 1 |
I Kalle Fredrik Holmberg, farmhand - lodger - worker, b. 11 Feb 1852 Loviisa. Parents from table 2.

Spouse:

Maria Sofia Laurintytdr Ruotsalainen, b. 13 July 1848 Pielavesi, Lampaanjarvi. Parents Lauri
Ruotsalainen and Anna Maria Tapaninen.

Children:

Fanny Sofia Holmberg, b. 20 Aug 1883 Pernaja, Kukumi

Hulda Maria Holmberg, b. 31 May 1886 Lapinjérvi, Rutumi

Einar Fredrik Holmberg, b. 14 May 1888 Eliméki, Rahikkala d. 21 Nov 1938 Murmansk, Russia, cause of
death executed in Stalin's Purges, age 50 years and 6 months

Kalle Fredrik Holmberg was born 11 Feb 1852 in the city of Loviisa where his mother was working as a
maid. There is no mentioning of Kalle's father. He moved to Ruotsinpyhtdd (Stromfors) parish with his
mother when he was only 10 months old. Kalle was confirmed in 1870 and the next year he moved to Pyhtaa
(Pyttis) parish to work as a farmhand. Most of the costal parishes were Swedish-speaking regions but Kalle
however had a remark in the communion book that he was Finnish-speaking. Seven years later he returned
to Ruotsinpyhtdd with his wife Maria Sofia Laurintytdr Ruotsalainen, who was born 13 July 1848 in
Lampaanjarvi village of Pielavesi parish. 22 Nov 1880 they arrived to Pernaja (Pernd) parish where they
had their first child Fanny Sofia at the Kukumi village. 29 Oct 1884 the family moved to Rutumi village in
Lapinjarvi (Lapptrask) parish and 30 Nov 1886 to Elimaki parish, where they worked as lodgers. In other
words they lived in other people's homes either for rent or for work. They probably had some connection to
Valkeala parish as their son Einar Fredrik was baptized there. In 1892 they moved officially to Valkeala
parish and Kalle started working in the Kymi Papermill which was founded some twenty years earlier. That
factory site is located in Kuusankoski which was merged to Kouvola in 2009.
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chaplain Kristian Fredrik Gestrin. Godparents: crofter Matts Hognas, his wife Hedda Lovisa Heikintytar
and maid Leena Kustaantytar (source: Loviisa parish, the Book of Baptized 1843-1879).

| TABLE 2 |
Il Father: Unknown

Mother: Anna Maria Kustaantytar Holmberg, b. 27 Jan 1823 Ruotsinpyhtad, Kulla, d. 19 July 1879
Ruotsinpyhtad, Tesjoki, cause of death headache, age 56 years and 5 months. Parents from table 3.

Children:
Kalle Fredrik Holmberg, b. 11 Feb 1852 Loviisa. To table 1.

Anna Maria’s Spouse: Married 26 Dec 1861 Ruotsinpyhtaa
Yrjo Joonaksenpoika, b. about 1809, d. 19 June 1880 Helsinki, age 71 years.



Anna Maria Kustaantytar Holmberg was born 27 Jan 1823 in Ruotsinpyhtda parish. At the time his father
was working at Backas farm in Kulla village. Anna Maria moved 27 Oct 1847 to Loviisa city to work as a
maid in the house no.29 located in the 8. Quarter. Her younger sister was already working in the same
house. A map of Loviisa from the year 1837 can be found from the database of Heikki Rantatupa. The map is
made by Claes Wilhelm Gyldén:

In Loviisa Anna Maria gave birth to Kalle Fredrik in January 1852 and in November 1852 they moved to
Ruotsinpyhtaa parish to stay with Anna Maria's parents at the Vaha-Ahvenkoski (Lill Abborfors) village. In
1861 they moved to Keitala village as Anna Maria started to work as a maid at the Sundvik farm. There she
met widower Yrjo Joonaksenpoika and the couple was married 26 Dec 1861. They didn't have any children
together. In mid 1860s they worked in several farms at the Vaha-Ahvenkoski village as the last famine ("The
Great Hunger Years") raged in Finland. In 1871 they moved to Tesjoki village to work as lodgers. Anna
Maria died 19 July 1879 because of a headache. Yrjo died 19 June 1880 when he was staying in Helsinki.

Anna Maria Kustaantytar and her son Kalle Fredrik; coming from Loviisa to Ruotsinpyhtad 22 Nov '1852
(source: Ruotsinpyhtdd parish, the Children’s Book 1838-1858).

| TABLE 3

111 Kustaa Kustaanpoika Holmberg

Spouse:
Maija Leena Matintytar

Children:
Anna Maria Kustaantytar Holmberg, b. 27 Jan 1823 Ruotsinpyht&4, Kulla. To table 2.


http://www.vanhakartta.fi/historialliset-kartat/kaupunkikartat/gylden/@@mapview?handle=hdl_123456789_22269
http://www.vanhakartta.fi/historialliset-kartat/kaupunkikartat/gylden/@@mapview?handle=hdl_123456789_22269

Anna Maria Kustaantytir Holmberg’s certificate of moving from Ruotsinpyhtdd to Loviisa. Signed by
chaplain Kristian Anders Hackzell (source: Loviisa parish, moving certificates 1847).



LIST OF PERSONS ARRANGED ALPHABETICALLY BY SURNAMES AND OTHER NAMES

Maija Leena Matintytar, .........c.cccoovvvveveincie e, 3
Yrj6 Joonaksenpoika, .........ccoceveevieviesieeneiie e 2
HOLMBERG Anna Maria Kustaantytér,........... 2,3
Binar Fredrik, ......oocveeivveee e 1
Fanny Sofia, .....cccccvvvveiiiecie e, 1
Hulda Maria, .......coceevvieiei it 1
Kalle Fredrik, ....cooveovcvveeeiiiie e 1,2
Kustaa Kustaanpoika, ..........cccccevevveiieieneeniennnnn, 3
RUOTSALAINEN Maria Sofia Laurintytar, ......... 1
MUNICIPALITIES
EHMEKI oot 1
HEISINKI v 1
Lapinfarvi ..o 1
|10}V T 1-- 1,2
Murmansk, RUSSIA .........cocvveiiieeiieeiiiie e 1
Pernaja ..., 1
PIEIAVEST vviiieiiiicie e 1

RUOLSINPYNTAE ..o 2,3



